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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Electronics

- The performer should be miked with (at least) a stereo pair of microphones. The sound

designer may use more microphones at their discretion.

- A computer equipped with Max/MSP is required to run the audio program. Contact the

publisher at www.paulschuette.com for the required patches.

- An audio interface which can facilitate 2 XLR inputs and 2 separate output channels is required

- A MIDI device which enables the use of a foot pedal is also required

MIDI Pedal Notation and Use

- Each section of the piece corresponds to a specific setting in the patch indicated by the number
above the cue.

- Moving between these settings is cued via the MIDI foot pedal

- While notated at the start of each section, the foot pedal should be struck in advance of each

section as an ‘eight-note-pickup’ or quasi grace note prior to the downbeat of each section.

Notation

- Cesuras should be should be thought of as longer pauses than breath marks - cesuras lasting
between 1-3” and breath marks for a beat or half beat in the given tempo.

- Clusters, indicated by block style note-heads, should consist of all black and white keys in the

approximate range.

SETUP

PIANO with
2 MICROPHONES
MIDI Foot Pedal

LEFT SPEAKER RIGHT SPEAKER

AUDIENCE

SOUND DIFFUSIONIST

SIGNAL ROUTING

MIDI FOOT PEDAL MICROPHONES L/R SPEAKERS

| v 1

COMPUTER €« AUDIO INTERFACE |w——3»i MIXING BOARD



http://www.paulschuette.com
http://www.paulschuette.com

PROGRAM NOTES

Puzzle Pieces was commissioned by The Stockhausen Response Project for pianist Brianna Madske

As a composer of electroacoustic music, the figure of Stockhausen - the indelible German (or
Sirius-ian?) explorer, technician, and mystic philosopher of 20th century music - looms large. In
Mikrophonie I (the specific work that we were asked to respond to), Stockhausen breaks ground
that the medium of electroacoustic music has in some ways been responding to ever since. From
a technical standpoint, as one might surmise from the title, this work elevated the status of the
microphone from a passive piece of hardware to an instrument capable of an extremely subtle
range of expressive gestures. In fact to perform the work, one must become something of a
virtuoso microphone performer in order to execute Stockhausen’s incredibly detailed notation for
the instrument. This perceptive restructuring liberated the status of electronics in music by
putting the ‘microphonist’ on the same plane as the violinist. From this perspective, all of my
music, which seeks to integrate electronics in nuanced and novel ways in order to enhance the

range of expressive possibilities, is made possible by Stockhausen’s contributions.

Mikrophonie I is also a primary example of another of Stockhausen’s influential ideas: moment
form. Simply put, Stockhausen’s conception of a moment form is one in which, “no
developmental direction can be predicted with certainty from the present one.” Far from a
license for piecemeal composition, Stockhausen was searching for a means to restructure the
dimensions of music. By calling our attention to the ‘Now’, he seeks to, “make vertical slices, as it
were, that cut through a horizontal temporal conception to a timelessness I call eternity: an
eternity that does not begin at the end of time but is attainable in every moment. I am speaking
of musical forms in which apparently nothing less is being attempted than to explode (even to
overthrow) the temporal concept.” By seeking to expand upon the dimensional planes in which
the structural logic of the piece is projected, Puzzle Pieces 1s my humble attempt to expand upon

the implications of Stockhausen’s ‘Now’.
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