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Instrumentation

Percussion
4 Resonant Metals
Drums -
log (or slit) drum
snare drum
kick drum (18" or smaller)
hi-hat
suspended cymbal
Vibraphone (2 bows)
Harp
Piano (E-bow)
Violin
Cello

Duration: 25 minutes

This work was commissioned by Network for New Music

Performance Notes
Percussion -

Resonate metals can be Thai nipple gongs, almglocken, crotales, pot lids,
handbells, etc. or a mixed assortment.

(roughly) pitched to: b
o). @
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- octave displacements which maintain this overall order from low to high are
acceptable (lower octaves preferred)

- table / suspended issue

Snare Drum / Rim Shot Suspended Cymbal )J
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Drums Hi . 1 r i !

o | | x

Kick Drum Slit Drum Low / High Hi-hat

Log drum - pitches F/Bb (if available)

Visual A : )

At the premier performance of the work on Jan. 21, 2017 at the University of
the Arts in Philadelphia, PA, a kinetic art installation was created to accompany the
music. Subsequent performances of this piece can also be staged with the visual
component as a video projection.

Please contact the composer at paul.w.schuette@gmail.com for details.
Conductor Click-track -

If the work is to be performed with the video component, the conductor
must coordinate the production via a click-track. The audio on the .mov file
contains the clicktrack. As notated in the music, each movement of the click
track begins with an empty bar.


mailto:paul.w.schuette@gmail.com

Stage Plot

Installation (or Video)
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Conductor
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Proaram Notes

About the work

The Navigator is a hybrid work of art: a staged collision of sonic and visual
information. The visual components are inspired by Asa Smith’s 19th century
astronomical illustrations: outdated planetary charts that served a didactic purpose
for his readers. Additional source materials include 1950s science fiction stage sets,
clock parts, and mythological scientific instruments. Tensions between the hand-made
and the mechanical, illusion and artifice, and function and futility, positions The
Navigator as an amalgamation of past representations of ideological futures. Similar
to make-believe, the viewer is consumed by an experience on the verge of rupture.

As The Navigator performs its various functions, its true purpose remains enigmatic.
While every journey has a destination, The Navigator’s priority is the voyage. In
“Wind Up”, the music is energetic and intricate, influenced by strains of minimalism,
yet the question of mechanical malfunction begins early on as kinks enter into the
clockwork precision. “Unlock” is an hypnotic journey through nocturnal spaces -
pointillistic starbursts of sound map a course out of the darkness and into the light. In
the final leg, once a tenuous signal is established, The Navigator is ready to
“Transmit” to its final destination.

In context

In day to day life, we put the material world to use: cars, coffee makers, and cell
phones, to name a few. These objects are typically defined by the unique purpose
they serve: cars take us places, coffee makers fuel the morning routine, and
cellphones . . . do most of the rest. However, philosophers have argued that we
never truly see these objects for what they actually are until they break. A broken
cellphone no longer able to serve any of its myriad purposes, can be seen for what it
truly is: a chocolate-bar-sized piece of glass and aluminum housing an intricate array
of precious metals and circuit boards. Without a purpose, the object’s techne is
revealed.

Historically, art objects have served the purpose of glorifying the spiritual,
entertaining the masses, and representing ideals of truth, beauty, and power. . In the
early years of the 20th century, with the wheels of modernity in full swing, the
purpose, appearance, and function of western art was set on a new course. No
longer fixated on mimesis, artists began working in opposition to the dominant trend
that art should copy nature. As The Navigator charts its own 21st century voyage, its
destination remains a question and, in doing so, imparts something else about its true
nature.
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